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CHAPTER 161
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 45621

MULTISTATE MOTOR FUEL TAX AGREEMENT

AN ACT Relating to transportation; adding a new section to chapter 82.37 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 82.38 RCW; and adding a new chapter to Title 82 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Section 1. It is the purpose of this chapter to simplify

the confusing, unnecessarily duplicative, and burdensome motor fuel use tax
licensing, reporting, and remittance requirements imposed on motor carriers
involved in interstate commerce by authorizing the state of Washington to
participate in a multistate motor fuel tax agreement for the administration,
collection, and enforcement of those states' motor fuel use taxes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. As used in this chapter unless the context
clearly requires otherwise:

(I) "Department" means the department of licensing;
(2) "Motor fuel" means all combustible gases and liquids used for the

generation of power for propulsion of motor vehicles;
(3) "Motor carrier" means an individual, partnership, firm, association,

or private or public corporation engaged in interstate commercial operation
of motor vehicles, any part of which is within this state or any other state
which is party to an agreement under this chapter;

(4) "State" means a state, territory, or possession of the United States,
the District of Columbia, a foreign country, or a state or province of a for-
eign country;

(5) "Base state" means the state in which the motor carrier is legally
domiciled, or in the case of a motor carrier who has no legal domicile, the
state from or in which the motor carrier's vehicles are most frequently dis-
patched, garaged, serviced, maintained, operated, or otherwise controlled;

(6) "Agreement" means a motor fuel tax agreement under this chapter;
(7) "Licensee" means a motor carrier who has been issued a fuel tax li-

cense under a motor fuel tax agreement.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The department may enter into a motor fuel
tax cooperative agreement with another state or states which provides for
the administration, collection, and enforcement of each state's motor fuel
taxes on motor fuel used by motor carriers. The agreement shall not contain
any provision which exempts any motor vehicle, owner, or operator from
complying with the laws, rules, and regulation. p%-rtaining to vehicle licens-
ing, size, weight, load, or operation of motor vehicles upon the public high-
ways of this state.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The amount of the tax imposed and collected
on behalf of this state under an agreement -entered into under this chapter
shall be determined as provided in chapters 82.37 and 82.38 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. An agreement entered into under this chapter
may provide for:

(1) Defining the classes of motor vehicles upon which taxes are to be
collected under the agreement;

(2) Establishit g methods for base state fuel tax licensing, license revo-
cation, and tax collection from motor carriers on behalf of the states which
are parties to the .igreement;

(3) Establishing procedures for the granting of credits or refunds on the
purchase of excess tax-paid fuel;

(4) Defining conditions and criteria relative to bonding requirements,
including criteria for exemption from bonding;

(5) Establishing tax reporting periods not to exceed one calendar quar-
ter, and tax report due dates not to exceed one calendar month after the
close of the reporting period;

(6) Penalties and interest for filing of tax reports after the due dates
prescribed by the agreement;

(7) Establishing procedures for forwarding of fuel taxes, penalties, and
interest collected on behalf of another state to that state;

(8) Recordkeeping requirements for licensees; and
(9) Any additional provisions which will facilitate the administration of

the agreement.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Any licensee purchasing more tax-paid motor

fuel in this state than the licensee uses in this state during the course of a
reporting period shall be permitted a credit against future tax liability for
the excess tax-paid fuel purchased. Upon request, this credit may be re-
funded to the licensee by the department in accordance with the agreement.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The agreement may require the department to
perform audits of licensees, or persons required to be licensed, based in this
state to determine whether motor fuel taxes to be collected under the
agreement have been properly reported and paid to each state party to the
agreement. The agreement may authorize other states to perform audits on
licensees, or persons required to be licensed, based in their states on behalf
of the state of Washington and forward the audit findings to the depart-
ment. Such findings may be served upon the licensee or such other person in
the same manner as audits performed by the department.

The agreement shall not preclude the department from auditing the re-
cords of any person who has used motor fuels in this state. Any licensee or
person required to be licensed from whom the department has requested re-
cords shall make the records available at the location designated by the de-
partment or may request the department to audit such records at that
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licensee's or person's place of business. If the place of business is located
outside this state, the department may require the licensee or such other
person to reimburse the department for authorized per diem and travel
expenses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The department may initiate and conduct in-
vestigations as may be reasonably necessary to establish the existence of any
alleged violations of or noncompliance with this chapter or any rules issued
hereunder.

For the purpose of any investigation or proceeding under this chapter,
the director or any officer designated by the director may adminiter oaths
and affirmations, subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance, take evi-
dence, and require the production of any books, papers, correspondence,
memoranda, agreements, or other documents or records which the director
deems relevant or material to the inquiry.

In case of contumacy by or refusal to obey a subpoena issued to any
person, any court of competent jurisdiction, upon application by the direc-
tor, may issue to that person an order requiring him to appear before the
director, or the officer designated by the director, to produce testimony or
other evidence touching the matter under investigation or in question. The
failure to obey an order of the court may be punishable by contempt.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The agreement shall specify procedures by
which a licensee may appeal a license revocation or audit assessment by the
department. Such appeal procedures shall be in accordance with chapters
34.04 and 82.38 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The agreement may require each state to
forward to other states any information available which relates to the ac-
quisition, sale, use, or movement of motor fuels by any licensee or person
required to be licensed. The department may further disclose to other 5tates
information which relates to the persons, offices, motor vehicles and other
real and personal property of persons licensed or required to be licensed
under the agreement.

NEW SECTION. Sec. I1. This chapter shall be applied and construed
to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law with respect to
the subject of this chapter among states enacting it for the purpose of par-
ticipating in a multistate motor fuel tax agreement.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. The department shall adopt such rules as are
necessary to implement this chapter and any agreement entered into under
this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. There is added to chapter 82.37 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

For the purposes of administration, collection, and enforcement of taxes
imposed under this chapter, pursuant to an agreement under chapter 82 ...
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RCW (sections 1 through 12 of this act), chapter 82. ... RCW (sections I
through 12 of this act) shall control to the extent of any conflict.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. There is added to chapter 82.38 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

For the purposes of administration, collection, and enforcement of taxes
imposed under this chapter, pursuant to an agreement under chapter 82 ...
RCW (sections 1 through 12 of this act), chapter 82. ... RCW (sections 1
through 12 of this act) shall control to the extent of any conflict.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. Sections 1 through 12 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 82 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the Senate February 19, 1982.
Passed the House March 7, 1982.
Approved by the Governor April 1, 1982.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April I, 1982.

CHAPTER 162
[Sutstitute Senate Bill No. 4561]

LICENSE, REGISTRATION FEES FOR BUSINESSES, OCCUPATIONS,
PROFESSIONS

AN ACT Relating to license fees; and amending section 21, chapter 266, Laws of 1971 ex.
sess. as last amended by section 16, chapter 53, Laws of 1981 and RCW 43.24.085.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Section 1. Section 21, chapter 266, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. as last

amended by section 16, chapter 53, Laws of 1981 and RCW 43.24.085 are
each amended to read as follows:

It shall be the policy of the state of Washington that the director of li-
censing shall from time to time establish the amount of all application fees,
license fees, registration fees, examination fees, permit fees, renewal fees,
and any other fee associated with licensing or registration of professions,
occupations, or businesses, administered by the business and professions ad-
ministration in the department of licensing. In fixing said fees the director
shall, insofar as is practicable, fix the fees relating to each profession, occu-
pation, or business in such a manner that the income from each will match
the anticipated expenses to be incurred in the administration of the laws re-
lating to each such profession, occupation, or business. All such fees shall be
fixed by rule ((and rcgurlation)) adopted by the director in accordance with
the provisions of the administrative procedure act, chapter 34.04 RCW:
PROVIDED, That
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